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EDUCATION 

Southwestern Law School, J.D., 2013 
Tulane University, B.A., 2008 
 

AREAS OF PRACTICE 

 Product Liability 

 Toxic Tort/Environmental 

BIOGRAPHY 

Lara M. Kruska is an Associate in Selman Breitman’s Los Angeles Office and is a Member of the firm’s 
Toxic Tort/Environmental and Products Liability Practice Groups. Lara represents corporations in claims 
involving the exposure to asbestos and other toxic substances, including cases arising out of personal 
injury, wrongful death, negligence, strict liability, tortious conduct, premises liability, and contractor 
liability. Lara’s clients include various manufacturers, distributors, and suppliers of construction materials, 
piping materials, equipment, and component parts. 
 
Lara’s considerable experience in Toxic Tort/Environmental and Products Liability provides her a unique 
ability to interpret the specific scientific and legal issues in these cases, and to implement strategic 
approaches to leverage early dismissals and aid in favorable settlements of claims. She works closely 
with insureds, claim representatives, national counsel, and general counsel, and through innovative and 
aggressive motion practice serves her clients’ interests.   
 
Lara was born and raised in Los Angeles, California. When not helping clients with their legal needs, she 
spends her time swimming, surfing, and playing softball. 
 

REPRESENTATIVE MATTERS 

Mass/Toxic Tort 

 Represented various manufacturers and suppliers of piping materials, construction materials, 
equipment, and component parts in cases alleging toxic exposure to asbestos in state and federal 
court. Many cases resulted in an early dismissal of the client after depositions were taken, while 
others resulted in favorable settlements well before trial. 



 Obtained dismissal in federal court case for equipment component manufacturer, after filing a 
motion for summary judgment on the grounds that there was no evidence that plaintiff was 
exposed to asbestos from any products manufactured by defendant. Plaintiff alleged he 
developed mesothelioma from occupational exposure to asbestos while working as a 
plumber/pipefitter at various commercial and industrial locations in California, Arizona, and New 
Mexico. 

 Obtained dismissals in multiple state court cases for various types of defendants in asbestos 
litigation, including an equipment component manufacturer, piping materials supplier, kiln 
manufacturer, and construction product manufacturer, after establishing plaintiffs' inability to 
establish causation between defendants' products and/or equipment and the plaintiffs' ultimate 
development of disease. 

 Obtained dismissals in multiple state court cases on behalf of equipment component 
manufacturers in asbestos cases, despite the fact the defendants were identified during 
depositions, upon establishing that plaintiffs could not have been exposed to the alleged 
asbestos-containing products from the defendants. 

BAR ADMISSIONS 

 California, 2010 

 U.S. District Court Central District of California 

 U.S. District Court Southern District of California 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS AND MEMBERSHIPS 

 Los Angeles County Bar Association, Member 

 Italian Lawyers Association, Member 

 

 

 


