
Jeffrey W. Deane 
Partner 

 
 
 
 
 
jdeane@selmanlaw.com 
11766 Wilshire Boulevard 
Sixth Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90025-6538 
Tel: 310.689.7044 
Fax: 310.473.2525 
 
 
 
 

EDUCATION 

Golden Gate University School of Law, J.D., 1987  
University of California, Los Angeles, B.A., 1984 

PRACTICE AREAS 

 Business Litigation 

 General Liability 

 Product Liability 

 Toxic Tort/Environmental 

BIOGRAPHY 

Jeffrey W. Deane is a Partner in Selman Breitman’s Los Angeles Office and is a Member of the firm’s 
Products Liability, Toxic Tort/Environmental, and Business Litigation and General Liability Practice 
Groups. Jeff represents companies in state and federal court, multi-party toxic and mass tort litigation, 
and business and commercial claims, including cases arising out of alleged exposure to asbestos and 
hazardous substances. Jeff’s clients include Fortune 100 manufacturers and suppliers of construction, 
mining and earth-moving machinery, consumer and automotive products, and heating, ventilation, air 
conditioning and refrigeration equipment. He also has experience defending companies, employers and 
nonprofit organizations in disputes that involve sophisticated wrongful termination, discrimination, 
harassment, wage and hour, aviation, pharmaceutical, medical device, attorney malpractice and 
professional liability, breach of fiduciary duty and defamation matters. Jeff has also handled warranty, 
employment and premises liability litigation for a market leader in consumer marine, fitness, bowling and 
billiards industries.    
 
Jeff’s emphasis on client service and attention to detail affords a unique ability to produce favorable cost-
efficient results through trust, regular communication and strategic counsel. Jeff has a history of building 
teams that work well together, and teaching and nurturing colleagues. He works closely with clients, 
corporate counsel and witnesses, and National Coordinating Counsel, regarding case evaluation, 
discovery, experts, settlement and trial. Drawing on his vast litigation, negotiation and trial experience, 
Jeff has enjoyed tremendous success in asbestos cases, obtaining outright dismissals and summary 
judgment, and leveraging settlements, that resulted in substantial cost savings.   
 
 
 
 



Jeff is originally from Long Beach, California and resides with his wife Deborah and dog Barney. Their 
son Josh recently graduated from Syracuse University and now works at Atlantic Records; their son 
Aaron is a third-year student at The Ohio State University. When not helping clients, Jeff spends time in 
outdoor activities including softball, tennis, sailing, surfing, hiking, traveling, and looking for the next great 
diner, drive-in or dive. He is a proud UCLA football season-ticket holder.  Jeff is also involved in the Los 
Angeles community, where he volunteers at PATH (People Assisting the Homeless) and Los Angeles 
Family Housing. He has also served as Mock Trial Judge at Campbell Hall, an independent college 
preparatory school in North Hollywood, California. 

REPRESENTATIVE MATTERS 

Mass/Toxic Tort 

 Dismissal was obtained for an equipment manufacturer in the wake of threat of motion to compel 
and request for sanctions for plaintiffs' failure to timely respond to discovery, in a toxic tort matter 
in which plaintiffs alleged that decedent's injuries were caused by exposure to asbestos-
containing materials used in association with manufacturer's product. 

 Obtained voluntary dismissal, summary judgment or nominal settlement for several national and 
regional manufacturers or suppliers of commercial and industrial products, including boilers, 
pumps, heavy construction and mining equipment, brakes, gaskets, electrical products and 
exterior cement, in cases alleging mesothelioma or lung cancer from asbestos exposure, each 
seeking damages in excess of $10 million. 

 Summary judgment was obtained for three product manufacturers after the tentative ruling was 
against the clients.  Plaintiffs appealed the decision, including the trial court's application of Taylor 
v. Elliott Turbomachinery Co., Inc. (2009) 171 Cal. App. 4th 564, in which the California Court of 
Appeal concluded a defendant owes no duty of care to plaintiffs for asbestos-related injuries 
arising from exposure to products the defendant did not manufacturer or supply.  Furthermore, 
California law provides a manufacturer has no duty to warn of the dangerous propensities of 
products or components it did not manufacture, supply or recommend.   

NOTEWORTHY 

Business & Community Activities 

Mr. Deane is involved in the Los Angeles community, where he volunteers at PATH (People Assisting the 
Homeless) and Los Angeles Family Housing. He has also served as Mock Trial judge at Campbell Hall, 
an independent college preparatory school in North Hollywood, CA. 

BAR ADMISSIONS 

California, 1987 
U.S. District Court, Central District of California, 1991 
U.S. District Court, Southern District of California, 1992 
Idaho 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS AND MEMBERSHIPS 

 Defense Research Institute  

 American Bar Association  

 Los Angeles County Bar Association  

 Pro Bono Institute 

 
 


