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EDUCATION 

Southwestern University School of Law, J.D., 2004  
California State University, Northridge, B.A., 2001 

PRACTICE AREAS 

 Insurance 

 Trucking and Transportation 

BIOGRAPHY 

Donald Montgomery is an Associate in Selman Breitman's Los Angeles Office and is a Member of the 
firm's Insurance and Trucking & Transport Practice Groups. Donald represents insurers in coverage and 
related matters, with an emphasis in third party property-casualty issues in the construction, auto and 
environmental arenas. Donald's practice includes the preparation of coverage opinions, reservations of 
rights and declination letters, as well as the litigation of insurance coverage matters, including declaratory 
relief, equitable contribution and bad faith claims, from inception through trial and appeal. Donald's 
expertise also includes primary/excess issues and the representation of surplus lines carriers.  
 
Prior to joining Selman Breitman, Donald represented commercial transportation carriers in personal 
injury and premise liability matters, including defense of catastrophic injury actions arising out of interstate 
trucking and transportation accidents. 

REPRESENTATIVE MATTERS 

 
Donald drafted the winning appellate brief in Yu v. Interstate Fire And Casualty Company, et al., 2014 WL 
6783153, unpublished, following a successful bench trial in an insurance coverage action for breach of 
contract, equitable contribution and bad faith brought by the owner of a hotel after obtaining an 
assignment from the insured and other entities, saving the insurer client millions of dollars. 
 
Donald drafted a successful motion for summary judgment on behalf of an insurer addressing the 
exclusive defense language in the insuring agreement of a commercial general liability policy in a 
contribution action filed by a co-insurer. 



 

Insurance 

 In a contribution action by another insurer addressing the exclusive defense language in the 
insuring agreement of the excess policy, the Court of Appeal upheld the granting of a motion for 
summary judgment on behalf of client insurance company.  This is an issue of first impression in 
California, and remains the only Court of Appeal decision to date to address the issue. 

 Mr. Montgomery drafted the winning appellate brief in Yu v. Interstate Fire And Casualty 
Company, et al., 2014 WL 6783153, unpublished, following a successful bench trial in an 
insurance coverage action for breach of contract, equitable contribution and bad faith brought by 
the owner of a hotel after obtaining an assignment from the insured and other entities. 

Litigation 

 Defended an insurance carrier client in a direct action by its named insured for bad faith over a 
denial based upon a subcontractor endorsement that had never been tested in the United States.  
Non-suit was granted to client after plaintiff's close of evidence. 

 Client insurance company was granted summary judgment in a direct action by an additional 
insured for bad faith in Federal Court over a denial based upon policy language that had never 
been tested in the United States. 

 A successful conclusion was negotiated to the largest construction defect action in the history of 
Oregon on behalf of client insurance company. 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS AND MEMBERSHIPS 

 Los Angeles County Bar Association 

 
 


